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When conducting an inspection, the Environmental Health Specialist (EHS) will use the official
body art inspection report to inspect your shop and to evaluate the procedures you use when
performing body art procedures. At the completion of the inspection, the EHS will review the results
of the inspection and the actions required to correct any violations. You should keep a copy of
your inspection report in your own file, and provide a copy of your report to the owner of the shop
for filing with the facility inspection reports.

The Environmental Health Specialist will work with you to gain voluntary compliance whenever
possible. It is important, however, to realize that you must immediately cease any action
and correct any condition that may spread bloodborne pathogens such as hepatitis B
(HBV), hepatitis C (HCV), and human immunodeficiency virus (HIV).

Violations of the San Diego County Body Art Ordinance will be noted on your Body Art Inspection
Report. For example, failure to obtain and review a client’s medical questionnaire is a violation
because this could result in you not taking the necessary measures to ensure a safe and positive
outcome. If you expose a client who is allergic to latex, the person could go into anaphylactic
shock. If you tattoo an area where a client has had herpes in the past, there is a possibility of
activating the herpes virus and causing herpes to erupt throughout the area being tattooed. To
prevent this from happening, you should advise your client to seek medical advice before tattooing
the area.

Another example of a violation is malfunctioning sterilization equipment, or procedure errors that
result in the failure of the sterilization process. Your sterilization monitoring program must include
a written log that includes results for a combination of biological, chemical and mechanical
indicators. When the sterilization process results in a failure of any of these indicators, the
equipment must be repackaged and sterilized. Body art may not be performed in the shop unless
in-house sterilization can be assured, or unless purchased pre-sterilized needles and equipment
are used.

Reports for all inspections conducted in the facility should be periodically reviewed by the owner
and practitioners to evaluate improvements and to look for repeat violations. Trends in the
occurrence of violations can identify specific training needs, procedural changes, or equipment
improvements necessary to reduce the risk of causing infection or allergic reaction in your clients.

If you are an owner, you are responsible for developing, implementing, and maintaining a written
Exposure Control and Infection Prevention Plan (ECIPP), and for ensuring the ECIPP is followed
by everyone. It is also your responsibility to make sure your shop is clean, has properly functioning
equipment, and is well supplied.

If your facility has a history of recurring violations, you may be issued a notice to appear for an
administrative hearing. The administrative hearing could result in an individual practitioner, or the
facility as a whole, being placed on an improvement plan. Your Health Permit may be suspended
or revoked for more serious violations of the code, continued noncompliance, or interference in the
performance of the duties of the Environmental Health Specialist.

The rest of this section of the guide provides an explanation of the main sections of the
Body Art Inspection Report. This information is intended to be a resource to help you meet
the requirements of the San Diego County Body Art Ordinance.


