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FOR PURPOSES OF CONSIDERATION OF 

Otay Business Park, TM 5505, ER 93-19-006W 
 
The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Sections 15162 through 
15164 set forth the criteria for determining the appropriate additional environmental 
documentation, if any, to be completed when there is a previously adopted Negative 
Declaration (ND) or a previously certified environmental impact report (EIR) covering 
the project for which a subsequent discretionary action is required.  This Environmental 
Review Update Checklist Form has been prepared in accordance with CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15164(e) to explain the rationale for determining whether any 
additional environmental documentation is needed for the subject discretionary action.   
 
1. Background on the previously certified EIR: 
 

• An Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the East Otay Mesa Specific Plan (SP 
93-004); GPA 94-02; Log No. 93-19-6 was certified by the County of San Diego 
Board of Supervisors on July 27, 1994.  The certified EIR found significant effects 
to Biological Resources, Noise, Land Use, Landform Alteration/Visual Quality, 
Cultural Resources, Geology and Soils, Hydrology and Water Quality, 
Transportation and Circulation, Air Quality, Health and Safety, Public Services 
and Utilities, and Population/Housing/Employment.  These effects were 
determined to be mitigated or avoided to a level below significance except for 
effects on Biological Resources and Noise.   

 
• Addendum #1 dated January 13, 1999; SPA 98-002; Log No. 93-19-016; was 

approved by the County of San Diego Board of Supervisors on January 13, 1999 
(4).  This addendum allowed for the sales of gasoline in land use areas as 
Support Commercial.   
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• Addendum #2 dated July 1, 1999; GPA 99-CE; Log No. 93-19-006 was approved 
by the Board of Supervisors on December 15, 1999 (2).  This addendum added 
Highway SR-11 to the County Circulation Element.  

 
• Reliance on the existing EIR with no modification was approved by the Planning 

Commission on June 20, 2000, for the East Otay Mesa Truck Travel Plaza; 
P98-024; Log No. 98-19-020.   

 
• Addendum #3 dated June 21, 2000; Log No. 93-19-006; approved by the County 

of San Diego Board of Supervisors on June 21, 2000 (14) for the adoption of 
Interim Ordinance No. 9226 restricting certain uses within the East Otay Mesa 
Specific Plan.   

 
• Reliance on the existing EIR with no modification was approved by the County of 

San Diego Board of Supervisors on July 26, 2000 (4); adoption of Ordinance No. 
9235 approved the first extension of Interim Ordinance No. 9226.  Used 
Addendum #3 (dated June 21, 2000) as the environmental document.   

 
• A Supplemental EIR dated December 15, 2000 was approved by the Planning 

Commission on December 15, 2000, for the Sun Road Centrum project; TM 
5139Rpl6; Log No. 93-19-013. 

 
• Addendum #4 dated March 12, 2001, was approved by the Board of Supervisors 

on April 3, 2001.  This project approved an agreement with PG&E Generating 
Company for acquisition and dedication of sewer easement.  On May 1, 2001, 
the Board of Supervisors adopted Resolution 01-027 consenting to acquisition of 
easements by means of eminent domain.   

 
• Addendum #5 dated February 23, 2001 was approved by the Zoning 

Administrator on May 1, 2001.  This addendum was for the Burke Truck Parking 
and Storage project; ZAP 99-029; Log No. 99-19-016.   

 
• Reliance on the existing EIR for adoption of Ordinance No. 9344 was approved 

by the County of San Diego Board of Supervisors on June 13, 2001 (5), 
amending and extending the Interim Ordinance No. 9226 as previously amended 
by Ordinance No. 9235.  Used Addendum #3 (dated June 21, 2000) as the 
environmental document. 

 
• Addendum #6 dated March 28, 2002 was approved the Board of Supervisors on 

June 12, 2002 (4), for the Amendment to the East Otay Mesa Specific Plan.  The 
purpose of the amendment was to update the land use plan and permit 
processing requirements and split the Specific Plan Area into Subareas 1 and 2.  
SPA 00-005; GPA 02-CE1; Log No. 93-19-006A.  Documents associated with 
this project are on the “East Otay Mesa Specific Plan” CD. 
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• Reliance on the existing EIR with no modification was approved by the County of 
San Diego Director of Planning and Land Use on December 4, 2002, for the 
PG&E Subdivision, TPM 20570Rpl3, Log No. 00-19-027.  The project split a 79-
acre parcel into 3 parcels having 22.67, 46.02, and 13.10 acres, respectively.  
Parcel 2 (46.02 acres) was the location for the Otay Mesa Generating Project 
certified by the California Energy Commission on April 23, 2001. 

 
• Reliance on the existing EIR with no modification was approved by the County of 

San Diego Board of Supervisors on July 9, 2003, for East Otay Auto Storage, 
MUP00-012, Log No. 00-19-007.  The project was for an insurance auto auction 
and storage yard. 

 
• Addendum #7 dated March 4, 2003 was approved by the Planning Commission 

on April 11, 2003 for the Revised Tentative Map for the Sunroad Tech Centre 
project, TM 5139Rpl6R2, ER 98-19-013A.  This was an addendum to the 
previously certified EIR for the East Otay Mesa Specific Plan (GPA 94-02, Log 
No. 93-19-6) and the Supplemental EIR for the Sunroad Tech Centre Tentative 
Map, TM 5139Rpl6, Log No. 93-19-013. 

 
• Reliance on the existing EIR with no modification was approved by the Director 

of Planning and Land Use on October 2, 2003 for TPM 20701, Burke.  The 
project is a minor subdivision of 39.31 gross acres into four parcels of 9.48, 9.37, 
8.80 and 11.66 acres each. 

 
• Reliance on the existing EIR with no modification was approved by the County of 

San Diego Director of Public Works on January 28, 2004, for East Otay Mesa 
Parcel B Grading Plan, L-14456.  The grading plan was for the grading of a 20.68 
acre pad for future development 

 
• Reliance on the existing EIR with no modification was approved by the County of 

San Diego Director of Planning and Land Use on April 16, 2004 for Otay Mesa 
Property, LP/D&D Landholdings Boundary Adjustment/Certificate of Compliance 
BC 02-0150, Log No. 02-19-020.  The Boundary Adjustment changed the 
boundaries of four existing parcels (APNs 648-040-21,22 and 648-050-15, 16) to 
create more marketable parcels for future development pursuant to the East Otay 
Mesa Specific Plan. 

 
• Reliance on the existing EIR with no modification was approved by the County of 

San Diego Board of Supervisors on February 2, 2005 (4) for an amendment to 
the East Otay Mesa Specific Plan (SPA 04-002), approved by Resolution No. 05-
11.  The Environmental Review Update Checklist Form was dated November 24, 
2004.  The Specific Plan Amendment revised the public landscaping 
requirements for Subarea 1 to improve safety. 
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• Addendum #8 dated May 20, 2005 was approved by the Planning Commission 
on June 24, 2005 for Tentative Map for Otay Mesa Auto Transfer, Major Use 
Permit P03-001, ER 93-19-006C.  This was an addendum to the previously 
certified EIR for the East Otay Mesa Specific Plan (GPA 94-02, Log No. 93-19-6). 

 
• Reliance on the existing EIR with no modification was approved by the County of 

San Diego Board of Supervisors on November 2, 2005 (3) for an Amendment to 
the East Otay Mesa Specific Plan (SPA 05-005), approved by Resolution No. 05-
216.  The Environmental Review Update Checklist Form was dated August 8, 
2005.  The Specific Plan Amendment revised the parking requirements in 
Subarea 1 to conform to the standards in place for Subarea 2. 

 
• Reliance on the existing EIR with no modification was approved by the Director 

of Planning and Land Use on December 2, 2005 for a boundary adjustment and 
certificate of compliance for the Pilot Travel Center (BC 05-0118, Log No. 93-19-
006V). 

 
• Addendum #9 dated January 31, 2006 was approved by the Planning 

Commission on March 10, 2006 for the Dillard and Judd Roll County Tentative 
Map, TM 5394Rpl3, ER 93-19-006P.  This was an addendum to the previously 
certified EIR for the East Otay Mesa Specific Plan (GPA 94-02, Log No. 93-19-6). 

 
• Addendum #10 dated March 27, 2006 was approved by the Planning 

Commission on April 21, 2006 for the Airway Business Center Tentative Map, TM 
5304Rpl, ER 93-19-006A.  This was an addendum to the previously certified EIR 
for the East Otay Mesa Specific Plan (GPA 94-02, Log No. 93-19-6). 

 
• Reliance on the existing EIR with no modification was approved by the Director 

of Planning and Land Use on April 12, 2006 for an Administrative Permit for 
clearing for the TPO LLC property (AD 04-025, Log No. 04-19-010). 

 
• Reliance on the existing EIR with no modification was approved by the Director 

of Public Works on April 21, 2006 for Improvement Plans for Paseo de La Fuente 
(CG 4530); for 20.68 acres of grading for future development of the Border Patrol 
Site (L14456); and, for 73.5 acres of grading for future development of the Travel 
Plaza Site (L14632). 

 
• Reliance on the existing EIR with no modification was approved by the Director 

of Public Works on May 19, 2006 for 13.5 acres of grading for future 
development of the Power Plant Laydown Site (L14208). 

 
• Reliance on the existing EIR with no modification was approved by the Director 

of Public Works on June 30, 2006 for 13.45 acres of grading for future 
development of the Vulcan Site (L14625). 
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• Addendum #11 dated August 7, 2006 was approved by the Director of Planning 
and Land Use on August 29, 2006 for the Otay Logistics Industrial Park 
(Trammell Crow) Site Plan, S05-018, ER 93-19-006S.  This was an addendum to 
the previously certified EIR for the East Otay Mesa Specific Plan (GPA 94-02, 
Log No. 93-19-6). 

 
• Addendum #12 dated November 17, 2006 was approved by the Director of 

Planning and Land Use on November 17, 2006 for the Pilot Travel Center Site 
Plan, S05-021, ER 93-19-006T.  This was an addendum to the previously 
certified EIR for the East Otay Mesa Specific Plan (GPA 94-02, Log No. 93-19-6). 

 
• Addendum #13 dated November 8, 2006 was approved by the Director of 

Planning and Land Use on December 1, 2006 for the Calpine Minor Subdivision, 
TPM 21012, ER 00-19-27B.  This was an addendum to the previously certified 
EIR for the East Otay Mesa Specific Plan (GPA 94-02, Log No. 93-19-6). 

 
• Addendum #14 dated June 15, 2007 was approved by the Board of Supervisors 

on August 1, 2007 (1) for the East Otay Mesa Update, SPA 06-003, GPA 06-013, 
ER 93-19-006Y.  This was an addendum to the previously certified EIR for the 
East Otay Mesa Specific Plan (GPA 94-02, Log No. 93-19-6). 

 
2. Lead agency name and address:  

County of San Diego, Department of Planning and Land Use 
5201 Ruffin Road, Suite B,  
San Diego, CA 92123-1666 

 
a. Contact Tim Taylor, Land Use/Environmental Planner 
b. Phone number: (858) 694-3706 
c. E-mail: tim.taylor@sdcounty.ca.gov 
 

3. Project applicant’s name and address:   
Matthew Barlow 
Kimley-Horn and Associates: San Diego 
517 Fourth Ave, Suite 301  
San Diego, CA 92101 
 

4. Summary of the activities authorized by present permit/entitlement application(s):   
 
The project proposes a Tentative Subdivision Map to subdivide a 161.6 gross acre 
parcel into 59 industrial lots and 2 stormwater detention basin lots.  Proposed lots 
range in area from 0.9 to 5.0 acres.  The site is currently undeveloped but is subject 
to the (General Plan) Otay Subregional Plan, Land Use Designation Specific Plan 
Area/21.  Zoning falls under the East Otay Mesa Specific Plan, Subarea 2, with a 
designation of Mixed Industrial.  This land use is intended primarily for 
accommodating wholesale storage and distribution, research services, and general 
industrial uses.      
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Access would be primarily from Alta Road along the western boundary of the site 
and  Siempre Viva Road and Airway Road from the west.  The project proposes to 
extend these roads to the site (Alta Road, 2600 feet; Siempra Viva Road, 1330 feet; 
and , Airway Road, 1300 feet) which would result in approximately 20.4 acres of 
offsite grading impacts.  An additional road, Loop Road, would traverse the project 
site from west to northeast.  All roads would be public.  The proposed development 
plan is also intended to accommodate future construction of SR-11.  One proposed 
alignment of SR-11 would traverse the northeastern portion of the site. 
 
The project proposes sewer service from the East Otay Mesa Sewer District and 
water service from the Otay Water District.  The project will be required to annex into 
the San Diego Rural Fire Protection District.  Extensions of water, sewer, and storm 
drain lines into the project area will be required.  Earthwork on the conception 
grading plan consists of cut and fill of 965,000 cubic yards of material.  Detention 
basins are proposed in the southeastern and southwestern portions of the property.  
The project is to be implemented in four phases, progressing from west to east.   
 

5. Does the project for which a subsequent discretionary action is now proposed differ 
in any way from the previously approved project?   

YES   NO 
                           

 
The project proposed to alter the circulation alignments for two roads approved by 
the East Otay Mesa Specific Plan, and included in the current San Diego County 
General Plan Circulation Element.  The Circulation Element roads are Siempre 
Viva/Loop Road and Airway Road.  These changes were included in a County 
initiated Specific Plan Amendment that involved other changes unrelated to this 
project.  Please see below discussion under Section IX. Land Use and Planning for 
further details. 
 

6. SUBJECT AREAS DETERMINED TO HAVE NEW OR SUBSTANTIALLY MORE 
SEVERE SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS COMPARED TO THOSE 
IDENTIFIED IN THE PREVIOUS ND OR EIR.  The subject areas checked below 
were determined to be new significant environmental effects or to be previously 
identified effects that have a substantial increase in severity either due to a change 
in project, change in circumstances or new information of substantial importance, as 
indicated by the checklist and discussion on the following pages. 

 
 Aesthetics  Agriculture Resources  Air Quality 

 Biological Resources  Cultural Resources  Geology/Soils 

 Hazards & Haz. Materials  Hydrology/Water Quality  Land Use/Planning 

 Mineral Resources  Noise  Population/Housing 

 Public Services   Recreation  Transportation/Traffic 



Otay Business Park - 7 - June 12, 2008  
TM5505/ER 93-19-006W 

 Utilities/Service Systems  Mandatory Findings of Significance 
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DETERMINATION:  
On the basis of this analysis, the Department of Planning and Land Use has determined 
that: 

 No substantial changes are proposed in the project and there are no substantial 
changes in the circumstances under which the project will be undertaken that will 
require major revisions to the previous EIR or ND due to the involvement of 
significant new environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of 
previously identified significant effects.  Also, there is no "new information of 
substantial importance" as that term is used in CEQA Guidelines Section 
15162(a)(3).  Therefore, the previously adopted ND or previously certified EIR is 
adequate CHOOSE EITHER A) or B): A) without modification. B)  upon 
completion of an ADDENDUM. 

 No substantial changes are proposed in the project and there are no substantial 
changes in the circumstances under which the project will be undertaken that will 
require major revisions to the previous EIR or ND due to the involvement of 
significant new environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of 
previously identified significant effects.  Also, there is no "new information of 
substantial importance" as that term is used in CEQA Guidelines Section 
15162(a)(3).  Therefore, because the project is a residential project in 
conformance with, and pursuant to, a Specific Plan with an EIR completed after 
January 1, 1980, the project is exempt pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15182. 

 Substantial changes are proposed in the project or there are substantial changes 
in the circumstances under which the project will be undertaken that will require 
major revisions to the previous ND due to the involvement of significant new 
environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously 
identified significant effects.  Or, there is "new information of substantial 
importance," as that term is used in CEQA Guidelines Section 15162(a)(3).  
However all new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in 
severity of previously identified significant effects are clearly avoidable through 
the incorporation of mitigation measures agreed to by the project applicant. 
Therefore, a SUBSEQUENT ND is required. 

 Substantial changes are proposed in the project or there are substantial changes 
in the circumstances under which the project will be undertaken that will require 
major revisions to the previous ND or EIR due to the involvement of significant 
new environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously 
identified significant effects.  Or, there is "new information of substantial 
importance," as that term is used in CEQA Guidelines Section 15162(a)(3).  
Therefore, a SUPPLEMENTAL EIR is required. 

      
 

June 12, 2008 
Signature  Date 
 
Tim Taylor 

 
 
Project Manager 

Printed Name  Title 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162 through 15164 set forth the criteria for determining 
the appropriate additional environmental documentation, if any, to be completed when 
there is a previously adopted ND or a previously certified EIR for the project. 
 
CEQA Guidelines, Section 15162(a) and 15163 state that when an ND has been 
adopted or an EIR certified for a project, no Subsequent or Supplemental EIR or 
Subsequent Negative Declaration shall be prepared for that project unless the lead 
agency determines, on the basis of substantial evidence in light of the whole public 
record, one or more of the following: 
 
1. Substantial changes are proposed in the project which will require major revisions of 

the previous EIR or Negative Declaration due to the involvement of new significant 
environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified 
significant effects. 

 
2. Substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which the project 

is undertaken which will require major revisions of the previous EIR or Negative 
Declaration due to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a 
substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects. 

 
3. New information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not have 

been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the previous EIR 
was certified as complete or the Negative Declaration was adopted, shows any of 
the following: 

 a. The project will have one or more significant effects not discussed in the 
previous EIR; or 

 b. Significant effects previously examined will be substantially more severe than 
shown in the previously certified EIR; or 

 c. Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible would 
in fact be feasible, and would substantially reduce one or more significant 
effects of the project, but the project proponents decline to adopt the 
mitigation measure or alternative; or 

d. Mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerably different from 
those analyzed in the previous EIR would substantially reduce one or more 
significant effects on the environment, but the project proponents decline to 
adopt the mitigation measure or alternative. 

 
CEQA Guidelines, Section 15164(a) states that an Addendum to a previously certified 
EIR may be prepared if some changes or additions are necessary but none of the 
conditions described in Section 15162 calling for preparation of a Subsequent or 
Supplemental EIR have occurred. 
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If the factors listed in CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162, 15163, or 15164 have not 
occurred or are not met, no changes to the previously certified EIR or previously 
adopted ND are necessary. 
 
The following responses detail any changes in the project, changes in 
circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of 
substantial importance" that may cause one or more effects to environmental 
resources.   The responses support the “Determination,” above, as to the type of 
environmental documentation required, if any.  
 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW UPDATE CHECKLIST 
 

I. AESTHETICS – Since the previous EIR was certified or previous ND was adopted, are 
there any changes in the project, changes in circumstances under which the project is 
undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more 
effects to aesthetic resources including: scenic vistas; scenic resources including, but not 
limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, or historic buildings within a state scenic highway; 
existing visual character or quality of the site and its surroundings; or day or nighttime views 
in the area? 

YES NO 
  

 
The previously certified EIR identified significant and mitigable impacts for Visual 
Quality/Landform Alteration.  Landform Alteration impacts would be largely due to 
grading associated with the hillside residential area.  Visual impacts could potentially 
occur from industrial development adjacent to Johnson Canyon in the northern portion 
of the Specific Plan Area.  For the most part, no significant landform alteration or visual 
impacts were expected from development of the flatter industrial and commercial 
portions of the Specific Plan Area.  A number of mitigation measures to reduce or avoid 
Landform Alteration/Visual Quality impacts were proposed.  These mitigation measures, 
as numbered in the original EIR, are listed below: 

 
2A. The “G” Sensitive Resources Designator shall be applied to the hillside 

residential district as part of the Specific Plan process.  This will require 
submittal of a Site Plan prior to development. 

 
2B. Site Plans will be required for any project proposed in the hillside residential 

district (grading, clearing, site preparation, Administrative Permits, Major and 
Minor Use Permits, Tentative Parcel Maps, Tentative Maps). 

 
2C. Site Plans shall include site specific grading plans, placement of house pads, 

driveways, accessory structures, and any other proposed urban elements to 
assess impacts at the time of development. 

 
2D. Grading Plans for properties adjacent to Johnson Canyon shall incorporate 

erosion control devices to be put in place prior to construction. The specific 


