











PHOTOGRAPH 9
Area South of Cottonwood Creek Following Planting in March 2008

PHOTOGRAPH 10
Areas Planted in March 2008 Were Hand-watered Using Hose
Connected to a Water Truck
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Supplemental watering by water truck occurred on four occasions following planting in
order to aid plant establishment (Photograph 10).

TABLE 4
LIST OF SPECIES PLANTED AT COTTONWOOD CREEK IN MARCH 2008
Scientific Name Common Name Quantity
Salix laevigata Red willow 1,096
Salix lasiolepis Arroyo willow 690
Salix gooddingii Black willow 800
Salix spp. Mixed willow species 100
Baccharis salicifolia Mule fat 1,192
Populus fremontii Cottonwood 355
TOTAL 4,233

5.3 Monitoring Results

RECON biologists Robert MacAller and Lindsay Stallcup visited the Morena Reservoir
area on February 21, 2008, to assess the effectiveness of revegetation efforts. The
purpose of this monitoring visit was to determine survivorship of plants installed in the
revegetation areas. Photographs of the treatment areas were also taken at this time.

During the February 2008 monitoring visit, very little survivorship of the cuttings and
plants that were installed in February 2007 was observed. In the areas immediately
adjacent to Buckman Springs Road, there was less than 1 percent survivorship.
Approximately 0.5 to 1.0 mile downstream from Buckman Springs Road, survivorship
appeared to be slightly higher, with approximately 5 percent of individuals surviving,
including several cottonwoods. Plants that survived, however, have demonstrated little
or no growth. The low rates of survivorship and growth observed are most likely due to
lack of rainfall in the months following plant installation.

There is currently no evidence of natural recruitment by native plants in areas where
target species removal occurred. The appearance of the restored areas at the time of
monitoring was similar to their appearance following target species removal, and prior to
revegetation.

6.0 Conclusions and
Recommendations

Exotic species removal occurred within 55 acres in the Morena Reservoir area. The
herbicide treatment was highly effective, with over 90 percent of the cut stumps showing
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no signs of regrowth. Within the area from which salt cedar was removed, little or no
recruitment by native species has been observed.

In February 2007, 18 acres within the exotic species removal area were planted with
approximately 4,850 native riparian plants as part of the revegetation -effort.
Unfortunately, the container plants installed in February 2007 demonstrated very low
survivorship due to lack of expected rainfall in the months following planting.
Supplemental planting was recommended by RECON restoration biologists during a
monitoring visit in February 2008. In March 2008, RECON crews installed 4,233
additional container plants within four acres upstream of Buckman Springs Road. The
additional plants were hand watered using hoses connected to a water truck on four
occasions following planting to aid in plant establishment.
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