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NEW VACCINATION REQUIREMENT FOR 2011 
New Law Mandates Tdap for Middle-School Students in Fall 

 
A new law requiring middle and high school students to be vaccinated against whooping cough will go 

into effect for the 2011-2012 school year, the County’s Health and Human Services Agency reported today. 

This requirement will help prevent outbreaks such as the current one that brought the highest number of 

pertussis cases to California in 50 years. 

 Beginning July 1, all students entering 7th through 12th grades in both public and private schools must 

show proof that they have had a Tdap booster shot before they can start school. Schools have been informed 

there will be no grace period and that they should strictly enforce the requirement. Previously, the CDC 

recommended that children receive a booster shot of Tdap vaccine at 10-11 yrs.  

In San Diego County, two infants died of complications resulting from pertussis and confirmed 

whooping cough cases reached a total of 1,106 by year’s end. The total includes nine cases in the last week at 

sites where other children may have been exposed. The number of cases in 2010 nearly tripled the previous 

record of 371 cases in 2005. In 2009, the region reported 143 confirmed cases of pertussis.  

“The Tdap booster is important because it offers adolescents protection from the highly contagious 

disease after the childhood pertussis immunization protection wanes,” said Dean Sidelinger, M.D., M.S.Ed., 

County Deputy Public Health Officer. “Parents should make it their New Year’s resolution to get a booster shot 

for their middle or high school child before July 1 to ensure there is no delay in enrolling students for the fall 

term.”  

Parents can get the vaccine from their primary care physician. Residents who do not have health care 

coverage may visit a HHSA Public Health Center.  

The CDC also recommends that children get one dose of DTaP vaccine at the following ages: 2 

months; 4 months; 6 months; 15 to 18 months and 4 to 6 years.  

The California Department of Public Health (CDPH) recommends a pertussis booster vaccine (Tdap) 

for everyone 10 years or older who has not yet received it, especially women of childbearing age, before, 

during, or immediately after pregnancy; and other people, including household contacts, caregivers, and health 

care workers, who have contact with pregnant women or infants. Children 7-9 years of age who did not receive 

all of their routine childhood shots are recommended to receive a Tdap booster dose. 

A typical case of pertussis in children and adults starts with a cough and runny nose for one-to-two 

weeks, followed by weeks to months of rapid coughing fits that sometimes end with a whooping sound. Fever, 

if present, is usually mild. The disease is treatable with antibiotics.   
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For more information about whooping cough, please call the HHSA Immunization Branch at (866) 358-

2966, or visit the web site at www.sdiz.org.     

 

This week’s new pertussis cases where there is a potential for public exposure are: 

• A 7-year-old who was up-to-date on immunizations and attends Felicita Elementary School in the 
Escondido Union School District. Contact: Randy Garcia (760) 432-2247. 

• A 10-year-old who was up-to-date on immunizations and attends Conway Elementary School in the 
Escondido Union School District. Contact: Randy Garcia (760) 432-2247. 

• A 5-year-old who was up-to-date on immunizations and attends Ericson Elementary School in the 
San Diego Unified School District. Contact: Linda Zintz (619) 725-5568. 

• An 11-year-old who was due for a booster shot and attends Dana Middle School in the San Diego 
Unified School District. Contact: Linda Zintz (619) 725-5568. 

• An 8-year-old who was up-to-date on immunizations and attends Carmel Creek Elementary School 
in the Solana Beach School District. Contact: Leslie Fausset (858) 794-7104. 

• A 3-year-old who was up-to-date on immunizations and attends Aspirations Preschool in Carlsbad. 
Contact: Mare Williams (760) 603-9173. 

• A 5-year-old who was up-to-date on immunizations and attends Stone Ranch Elementary School in 
the Poway Unified School District. Contact: Sharon Raffer (858) 521-2800 ext. 2707. 

• A 12-year-old who was due for a booster shot and attends Oak Crest Middle School in the San 
Dieguito Union High School District. Contact: Bruce Cochrane (760) 753-6491 ext. 5619. 

• A 7-year-old who was up-to-date on immunizations and attends Pacific Rim Elementary School in 
the Carlsbad Unified School District. Contact: John Roach (760) 331-5002.  
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