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San Diego Community Protection/Evacuation Plan for Descanso, California, 91916

APPENDIX: A
COMMUNITY OVERVIEW

As citizens of San Diego County, the residents of Descanso and those supporting this Plan are committed
to working together as a team to ensure we are successful in any disaster response effort. This includes
actively participating in training, and keeping this Plan up to date.

Community Overview

Situation - Even though the San Diego County Community Protection Plan (under which our plan is a
part) addresses all possible emergencies, there are a few disasters that will especially impact Descanso
as a rural East County San Diego community.

Descanso's town center (population 1,875; Zip 91916; median age 42.1 years; median income $40,000)"
is isolated from large populatlon centers. It is approximately 40 miles on Interstate-8 from downtown San
Diego (pop. 1.3 million)?, and about 20 miles east of the city of El Cajon (pop. 100,000). El Centro (pop.
37,000) is about 60 miles to the east on I-8 in Imperial County.

Highway and road closures can isolate us from supplies of food and gasoline. Wildfires, flooding, winter
storms and earthquakes are hazards that can cause us to lose primary electrical power, which in turn
would cause loss of water unless emergency power is provided to wells.

It is assumed that Descansans, by choosing to live in a rural setting, have adopted a fairly independent
lifestyle and will make their own preparations to manage with temporary (up to 72 hours) outages, and
would assist a neighbor in whatever means they had available. Other assumptions include:

e Disasters will occur (the 2000 and 2003 wildfires showed this).

¢ Individuals and organizations will be familiar with this plan and wil! execute their assigned
responsibilities.

¢ People will need assistance.

e Assistance in some form or another will be available.

Geographic Area of the Plan - This plan covers the geographic area related to U.S. Postal Zip Code
91916. A map of this area is in Figure 1.
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Figure 1 - U.S. Postal Zip Code 91916 (courtesy of Yahoo. com)

1Populatlon data from: cart.sandag.org/dw, 28 Sep 03
2Population data for other cities from: www. city-data.com/city/California.htmi, 14 Nov 03
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