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PUBLIC MEETINGS INPUT

A major factor contributing to the ultimate
success of the San Luis Rey River Park is the
incorporation of the community input into
the Master Plan. Incorporation of community
input leads naturally to support for the park,
and to community ownership/ use of the park.
Four public meetings were held at the Bonsall
School and Community Center, where each
step of the planning process was presented
and discussed with community members. The
following issues continued to arise throughout
the planning process:

Expansion of SR-76

The community is very interested in the
expansion of SR-76 and its coordination
with the development of the SLR River Park,
and specifically, how traffic will be affected
by park development. While people initially
had concerns that the park may inhibit the
expansion of SR-76, those concerns were
dispelled once it was explained that the County
is working in full coordination with Caltrans.
The intention is to keep abreast of the status of
each project so that all potential opportunities
are capitalized upon. The Planning Team
specifically distributed park programming
at both ends and of the CSA as well as in
the middle in order to minimize park-related
traffic.
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Rural Character

The Bonsall and Fallbrook communities highly
value the rural character of the area and want
to ensure that it is preserved within the River
Park. In establishing design guidelines, park
programming and distribution, and trail
locations, the Planning Team made great
efforts to preserve and capture the rural flavor
of the area, while providing much needed
recreational amenities and access to the river's
diverse biologic and non-sensitive cultural
resources.

Multi-use Trails

While there were differing opinions on the
optimal width of the trials and viability of
multi-use trails, the majority of people wanted
non-paved trails. Per the County Trails Master
Plan, the primary trails throughout the River
park will be multi-use (shared by equestrians,
hikers, and bikers). These multi-use trails will
be a minimum of 3'-4’ and a maximum of &'
in width, depending on proximity to sensitive
resources, with a crushed stone or similar base
(not paved). A paved bike path is proposed as
part of the SR-76 improvement project.

Active Recreation

There were divergent views on the demand
for active recreation within surrounding
communities. Discussions with sports
leagues for both children and adults, the
Active Recreation Focus Group, and a survey
of existing public active recreation facilities
indicated a severe deficit of sports fields within
the community.

Funding/ Timing

Questions regarding sources of park funding
and implementation schedules were very
common. A limited land acquisition budget
has been established by the County to acquire
high-priority sites. The County must complete
an EIR for the River Park before implementation
of park improvements can occur.

Operations/ Maintenance/ Security

Many questions arose regarding the operation,
maintenance, and security (patrolling) within
the park. There is general concern regarding
the existing homeless population within the
river corridor and related public safety issues.
The development of the River Park will activate
this portion of the river corridor with desirable
park uses and users, thereby rendering this area
less desirable as a homeless refuge. Ranger
patrols and coordination with law enforcement
authorities would also improve actual and
perceptual security within the River Park.
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SURVEY

1.Which of the following potential park
elements would you like to see included in the
San Luis Rey River Park Master Plan? (check
multiple, if needed)

0 Biking trails

O Hiking trails

O Equestrian trails

O Soccer fields

O Baseball/ softball fields

01 Indoor recreational facilities

1 Golf course

0 Tennis

O Model plane areas

O Play areas for kids

O Dog areas

[ Picnic areas

[ Habitat restoration

[ Equestrian center

O Interpretive center (natural and cultural
resources)

(1 Botanic/ native plant gardens

O Festival/ event areas

O Community gathering/ performance venue

01 Bathrooms

0O Other.

2. How often do you think you will visit the San
Luis Rey River Park once built?

[l less than 1 time per month

0 1- 3 times per month

1 3-5 times per month

0 5-10 times per month

0 10 + times per month

MPARKS AND
RECREATION

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO

Wheen hawving fun & natutal

3. How far would you travel to visit the park?
0 1-5 miles

0 5-15 miles

0 15+ miles

4. How would you get to the park?
0 walk

O bike

0 horse

0O car

5. Please rank the following goals for the San Luis
Rey River Park Master Plan (1 being the most
important, 7 being the least important)

__ Preservation of habitat

__ Recreational fields

___ Protection of water quality

_ Safety

__ Trails

__ Preservation of rural character

__ Protection/ interpretation of cultural resources

6. What are your primary goals/ desires for the San
Luis Rey River Park Master Plan?

7. Any other comments

Survey

PUBLIC SURVEY

To assist the Planning Team in evaluating the
needs and desires of the community, surveys
were distributed at each of the public meetings
and to various focus groups. Surveys were also
available on the County’s website.

The survey asked respondents to identify
desired park program elements, how often
they would visit the park, from how far they
would be travelling, and by what mode of
transportation.  Prioritization of goals and
additional comments were also encouraged.

San Luis Rey River Park Master Plan
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SURVEY RESULTS

Preferred Park Elements

Throughout the planning process, 329 surveys
were completed and submitted to the County.
The first survey question asked respondents
to identify program elements or park facilities
that they would like to have included within the
SLR River Park. While trails were consistently

the most highly desired element, sports fields
(baseball and soccer), nature preservation,
and picnic areas were also very popular. There
was a noticeable decrease in interest in park
elements shown to the right of soccer fields on
the diagram below.
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Frequency of Anticipated River Park Visitation
The largest portion of survey respondents
thought that they would visit the River Park
10 or more times a month. This exceptionally
high visitation rate indicates the potential high
degree of use that the River Park will attract
and accommodate.

51c 10 times a month
17%

3 to 5 times a month
25%

Responses to Survey Question: How often do you think
you will visit the River Park once built?

Anticipated Mode of Arrival to River Park

As anticipated, most respondents indicated
that they would be driving to the River Park,
though a large portion responded that they will
beingusing othermodes oftransport, dispelling
some concerns about increases in car related
traffic. Still, the Master Plan provides adequate
parking and staging areas to provide for this
predominantly vehicular access. Pedestrian,
equestrian, and bike access to the park will be
provided on multi-use trails linking the park’s
amenities to adjacent communities.

Responses to Survey Question: How would you get to

the park?

Travel Distance to Park

Roughly half of the survey respondents would
be travelling 1-5 miles to visit the River Park,
which may partially be explained by the fact that
most of those attending public meetings (and
filling out the surveys) live within immediate
proximity of the CSA. Roughly one third of
the individuals responded that they would be
coming from 5-15 miles away.
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Responses to Survey Question: How far would you travel
to visit the park?
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